
  

         
                 Commodoreôs Log 
                               Jim Stanley, Commodore    
 

The vitality of our Club is seen in both our increasing membership and the many members 

who have taken responsibility for so many activities.  Thanks to Stuart Kennedy, the 

Membership Committee, and all of you who have invited prospective members to apply. 

Our membership has reached above our committee goal of 620 and budgeted goal of 615. 
 

A special thanks to Commander John Papageorge (ret.), Lieutenant Colonel Rip Wieler 

(ret.), and Kitty Kennedy for our Annual Veteranôs Day Celebration. With Kitty and the 

Entertainment Committee decorating the Club as a WWII military canteen; Rip arranging 

for the Veteranôs color guard; and John MCôing along with Roman Ortega-Cowan leading in the National Anthem

- it was truly a moving tribute to our Veterans. 
 

Fleet Captain Mike Wisniewski, with the help of Bruce MacIntyre and the ever loyal Grady Bunch, organized a 

record breaking 17 boats in our Blessing of the Fleet. Fleet Chaplain Sumner Lapp hosted lunch for the clergy who 

blessed the fleet from the transom of PC Chuck Ransonôs vessel, Livinô Wright. It was a perfect day ending with 

Past Commodores John Barringer, Chuck Ranson, and Bill Walker helping me get SPRAY safely into my slip. 
(Someone on the dock asked the question of how many Commodores does it take to dock a 25ô Cape Dory?) 
 

The 2011 Shipmates have graciously made two gifts to our Club that you will be seeing shortly- beautiful new 

drapes for our stage and dinner menus that will combine our wine list, a larger selection of daily specials and a page 

showing upcoming special events. Thanks to Gretchen Rose for her help in designing the drapes and Bob Scofield 

for his work with Chef Moira on our new menus.  
 

Our search for a new manager is under way. Rear Commodore Frank Bilotta and his committee have begun the 

process of reviewing the many applications we have already received. Should you know of any qualified 

professionals who might be interested in applying, please ask them to forward their resumes to Frank. Our thanks 

also to Peggy Johnson who has graciously taken the helm as acting manager during our search. 
 

On behalf of the entire Board, a Very Merry Christmas and Blessed New Year. 
 

House & Grounds Committee  
 

Welcome to the HOLIDAY SEASON AT YOUR FRIENDLY YACHT CLUB! The hustle and bustle has already 

started as your Club prepares for this very busy season. The shortage of staff has now been addressed, so please 

give our newbies a big FRIENDLY YACHT CLUB welcome.  
 

Our new south end will be finished by the time you read this - - thanks, Tim Hermes. The 

signs for our walls have been approved and are in the process of becoming a reality. Judy 

Allan has done a great job on our exterior landscape - - thanks, Judy. Where did she get 

those giant Yacht Club blue pots?  Roberta Macdonald WOW!!! Our own computer guru 

has and still is devoting days to our new computer system and hardware. This amazing lady 

has streamlined our entire back of the store operation. We all owe her a giant THANK YOU 

and a glass of wine! THANKS ROBERTA!!!  
 

I want to THANK all our members and staff for their support of our FRIENDLY YACHT 

CLUB this past year.  Your efforts are appreciated. To all a MERRY CHRISTMAS and a 

HAPPY NEW YEAR, see you at TFYC.  

Harold Leh, Vice Commodore   
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Vero Beach Yacht Club  

Salute to past Commodores  

November 4, 2011  

Back Row:  P/C Doug Case, P/C Bill Walker, P/C Chuck Ranson, P/C Bill Thompson, Pauline Barringer, 

P/C John Barringer, Marina Lockwood, P/C Tom Lockwood, and P/C Tom Sullivan 
 

Front Row:  Marilyn Case,  Bobbi Walker, Ruth Ann Ranson, Jane Thompson, Dorothy Ellis,  

P/C Tom Ellis, Dawn Reichard, P/C Larry Bottiger, Susan Sullivan, and Helen Badenhop 

 

Wine pairing Dinner in the Commodores Room  

November 2, 2011  

From the Left:  Vice Commodore Harold & Janet Leh, Bobbi Walker,  

Commodore Jim Stanley, Roberta Macdonald, Bill & Anne Moller,  

Donnie & Pam Young, Joy & Glenn Rose. 

 

The Wine Pairing Dinner 

included specialties  

prepared by Chef Moira 

accompanied by a  

selection of fine  

South American wines 

recommended by  

Donnie Young. 
 

A delicious bargain  

for only $50. 
 

Watch for upcoming  

Wine Dinners in  

The Siren. 
 

Submitted by P/C Bill Walker 
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FROM THE SICK BAY 
 

If you suspect that you are not 

only getting older, but also getting 

shorter, you are probably right.  A 

manôs height will likely decline 

by 2 inches by age 80 versus a 

decline of 3.1 inches for women.  
 

Bone thinning begins in our mid-

thirties. For women this bone loss is accelerated in 

the first ten years after menopause due to hormonal 

changes. Men over seventy are also at an increased 

risk. The changes in bone structure that occur with 

aging diminish their strength and make them more 

vulnerable to fracture with low impact injuries. This 

process can be accelerated by smoking, alcohol use, 

poor nutrition, dietary deficiencies, certain medica-

tions and medical conditions. Early menopause in 

women and low testosterone conditions in men also 

contribute. 
 

Significant bone thinning is called osteoporosis. It is 

a silent disease that affects at least 10 million Ameri-

cans, with at least 34 million having a less severe 

condition of low bone mass (osteopenia). As an ex-

ample of the consequence of thin bones, there were at 

least 2 million osteoporosis related bone fractures in 

2005. It is estimated that 25 % of men and 50 % of 

women over age 70 will have a fracture secondary to 

osteoporosis. 
 

Since there are treatments to slow or reverse this pro-

cess, discuss loss of height, a personal history of 

fractures as an adult, or a family history of osteopo-

rosis with your doctor. Things you can do include: 

(1) participate in aerobic, weight bearing and strength 

training exercise;  (2) limit smoking and alcohol;  (3) 

get an adequate intake of calcium (1200 mg daily in 

diet and/or supplements) and vitamin D (1000-2000 

IU) daily. 

Dr. Ellen Melvin, Fleet Surgeon 

In Remembrance of é 
 

P/C Ed Llerena  
October 13, 2011  

 

El Schneider  
November 10, 2011  

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with  
their family & friends.  

 

FLEET CAPTAINôS 

REPORT 
Never abandon ship until you must 

step up to your life raft. 
 

Cooler weather more conducive 

to boating has arrived, finally.  

Apparently, our October cruisers 

brought back better conditions from their voyage.  By 

all accounts, the northern cruise was a fun-filled, 

mostly uneventful journey blessed with good weather 

and sea conditions.  Oh, there was one incident in-

volving errant boat alarms.  I will leave that story for 

Jim Ward to tell. 
 

Due to numerous events scheduled in November, we 

had to slip the next outing (mini-cruise) to early De-

cember.  This two-day excursion will afford Club 

members, whether or not boat owners, the opportuni-

ty to participate.  Watch for a separate announce-

ment. 
 

Before this issue of The Siren comes out, Club mem-

bers will have participated in a raft-up at Hole-in-the-

Wall Island and the fishing trip for children, both 

sponsored by the Power Squadron.  The next issue 

will have a report on those events. 
 

Mike Wisniewski, Fleet Captain 

 

Did You Know!  

The Club now has 3 Admirals!  

 

 Admiral, George F. Ellis, Jr. 

 

 Admiral Roland Gil Guilbault 

 

And recently, due to his representing the  

Chief Commander of the Power Squadron,  

Texas Governor Rick Perry appointed our 
 

 P/C Tommy Ellis,  

Admiral of the Navy of Texas 
 

 

Congratulation Tommy! 
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Burgees on Tables 

Denote New Members. 

Please Stop By and 

Say Hello. 

Vero Beach Yacht Club 
Welcomes Aboard New Members     

Bill & Katie Ahrens Julia Bartholomay John & Nancy Atkinson 

Howard & Margaret Daniels Margaret Cavanaugh & 

Roger Newman 

Steve & Barbara DuMont David & Louise Garfield Joyce Geller 

Virginia Brophy-Hennessey 
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Vero Beach Yacht Club 
Welcomes Aboard New Members     

  Membership Report 
Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! 

 

Every month Iôve been heading my comments with Your 

Club Needs You. Well, this month I am delighted to 

change that to Thank You.  Someone please tell me this 

is not a record. We have 25 new members joining in 

one month.  All your networking and cajoling has been 

successful.  

Our membership, as of November 15, stands at 615. In these economic 

times our Club really does have something to offer. (As if we didnôt know 

it!)  Many clubs are struggling to keep members but we can boast that we 

have had 67 new members join this year. And we have more waiting.  So 

Thank You and keep up the good work of finding new people who want 

to share and enjoy all that our Club provides. 
    

Stuart Kennedy, Membership Chair 

Harold & Barbara Kemp 

Lois Work &  

Jack Abraham 

Gary Helmes 

Marie & Mike OôReilly Bill & Sharon Theobald William & Gert Reoch 

Jim & Mary Ann Miskel 
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Skippersô Table  

by Richard 
 

A special thank you to Keith 

Hennessey for a fascinating 

presentation at Skippersô Ta-

ble.  We have heard nothing 

but positive comments. We 

were especially intrigued by his underwater experience 

with predators in their own environment.  An interest-

ing comment Keith made was that more people are 

killed by falling coconuts than by sharks ï sharks just 

get bad press. 
 

Mark your calendars for December 8, for a presenta-

tion by Scott Nierling.  Scott, who spoke to us in Octo-

ber, will be returning to talk to us about the discovery 

of all the treasures onboard the Nuestra Senora de Ato-

cha.  The Atocha was the rear guard of twenty-eight 

ships which left Havana in September 1622, bound for 

Spain and overtaken by a hurricane.  The Atocha along 

with the Margarita were considered to be the most val-

uable treasure ships ever lost. Scott worked for Mel 

Fischer for 20 years and has been an integral part of 

many of the discoveries along our Treasure Coast.  

Come listen to his fascinating tales. 
 

Please let me know of any speakers or  

subjects you would like us to pursue. 

TUESDAYôS TIDE TURNER 
 

 

 Remember to join us on  

Tuesday for drinks or dinner. 
The bar & dining room await you. 

 
 

Between 7:00 and 7:30 a member's name will be 

drawn.  If your name is drawn and you are  present, 

your account will be credited $100 to  

be used  towards food and beverage. 

 
If your name is drawn and you are not present,  

the pot will increase by $50 for the next week's drawing.  

Each week when the winner is not present, the pot  

will increase up to a maximum of $400.   

When someone wins, the pot returns to $100. 

 

 Don't miss the boat.   

You must be at the Club to win. 
 

CLUB HISTORY 
 

The original Bylaws of the Vero 

Beach Yacht Club, Inc., adopted in 

April 1938, provided for two clas-

ses of membership ï Active and 

Junior.  Active membership was 

open to men 21 years of age or 

over and Junior membership was 

for young men and boys from 12 to 21 years of age.  

Membership, however, was by invitation and each 

applicant was required to be approved by the Board 

of Directors (then called the Board of Governors) 

and voted on by the membership. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
The first agreement for the operation of the City Ma-

rina between the Vero Beach Yacht Club and the 

City of Vero Beach was signed on Wednesday, 

March 13, 1940.  An excerpt from the March 15 

Vero Beach Press Journal stated: 
 

The City Council Wednesday night, approved an   

agreement to be entered into by the city of Vero Beach 

and the Vero Beach Yacht Club covering the operation 

of the municipal dock and warehouse. The agreement 

had already been approved by the Yacht Club. 
 

The Yacht Club operated the municipal dock (known 

as the City Dock) until July 1970. 
 

 

Walter McCahan, Club Historian 

Annual Meeting   
Tuesday, January 17, 2012 ~ 4:00  

 

Remember to mark your calendars for the  

above date at which time the Club will have: 

 

    ~An Election of Members to the Board of Directors 

    ~An Election of the New Commodore 

    ~A Swearing in Ceremony for the 2012 BOD 

    ~A Treasurerôs Report on the financial status of the 

     Club, as well as committee reports 

    ~A Presentation of Recognition Awards 

 

The Annual Meeting will be followed by  

cocktails in the Burgee Room. 

IF you find your Club number 

listed in  The Siren , let the bar-

tender know as you are entitled 

to  a free drink.  Happy Searching!  
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Veteranôs Day Celebration! 

Lieutenant Colonel Rip Wieler (ret.)  

Commander John Papageorge (ret.),  

Blessing of the Fleet  
 November 13, 2011 

 

Pam & Donnie Young waving from the fly bridge of Cloud IX. 
 

The Clergy, aboard Livinô Wright, P/C Chuck & Ruth Ann Ransonôs 

 boat, blessed the boats as they came by the Yacht Club docks. 
 

African Queen ð Jim & Pat Crawfisô boat  with guests. 
 

SPRAY - The Commodoreôs boat coming in under her Jib sail. 

11/11/11 

Mrs. John Papageorge, Mrs. Otega-Cowan, Commander 

John Papageorge, Roman Otega-Cohan, & Guest 



8 

SHIPMATES 
 

Halloween has come and gone and 

what a party it was.  Our Club was 

filled by members in great creative 

costumes.  Kudos to all who par-

ticipated.  Sandy Barrientos won 

our mystery basket at the party 

which contained a $40 gift certifi-

cate for Fresh Market.   
 

A great big thank you to all the gals who contributed and 

worked at our White Elephant Sale.  It was fun and very 

profitable.  Ladies, save your trash and treasures for the next 

time. 
 

Shipmates Holiday Lunch is fast approaching on December 

9th at 12 noon.  Everyone is invited to come and have fun 

with Santa.  The Club will be decorated festive for the Holi-

day Season and the Indian River Charter High School Cho-

rus will entertain us.  In the spirit of giving, bring your gifts 

of non-perishable food items, some small toys and gift cards 

from Wal-Mart, Target, etc., and place them under the Ship-

matesô Christmas Tree in the Burgee Room.  Our Christmas 

Charity for 2011 is the Harvest Food Outreach Center. 
 

The Shipstore is featuring warm fleece jackets for those cold 

upcoming winter days. A large variety of shirts and many 

other items will make lovely Christmas gifts.  Shipmates are 

very proud to be able to contribute to the Clubôs well-being.  

Our dining room will have beautiful new menu covers pur-

chased by Shipmates. Also in December look for the new 

curtains around the stage which will be another gift by the 

Shipmates for the year 2011. If you support the Shipstore, 

you are supporting your Club. 
 

I am wishing everyone a very happy and healthy Holiday 

Season.  Hope to see everyone at the Christmas Luncheon.   

Helga McCahan, Shipmatesô President 

Internet Café  
 

On October 27th,  

Roberta Macdonald  
conducted her 5th Internet 

Cafe for over 30 enthusi-

astic members. The focus 

was on the Windows 7 

Operating System that 

some members are cur-

rently running, or will be 

using soon, via an up-

grade or through the pur-

chase of new hardware.  
 

Using a PowerPoint presentation, Roberta gave an 

overview of  Windows 7ôs  primary features and taught 

us some of the tricks and time-saving practices that she 

has mastered.  If you do not currently use  Windows 7, 

you may want to consider making the change as the 

speed and enhanced features 0375 are awesome in ad-

dition to an array of new gadgets. In addition, we 

learned that beginning next year, Microsoft will no 

longer be providing user support for Windows XP or 

earlier versions. 
 

As someone who has attended all of Robertaôs presen-

tations, I am always impressed with her wealth of 

knowledge, professionalism and ability to have the 

right answer for the many follow-up questions. 
 

The evening begins with a Buffet Dinner in the Burgee 

Room about 6 pm and the program starts at 7 pm, last-

ing no more than 1 İ to 2 hours.  Due to the forthcom-

ing Holidays, plans are to conduct the next session in 

January when many members will have returned 

from the North.  Watch for the announcement in The 

Siren or via email.         Submitted by P/C Bill Walker 
 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Halloween  

Was a Fun & Scary Time for All! 
1st place:  Ms. Piggy -  Frank Bilotta 

 

2nd place:  The Hulk - Woody Boarman 
 

3rd place:  Mimesð Carol Dempsey (guest) & Annie Rogers 
 

**The scary face above belongs to none other than 

our rear commodoreð Harold Leh! 
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VBYC CHRISTMAS 

PARTY  

Saturday, December 17, 2011 
 

Hors dôoeuvres at 6:00  

in the Burgee Room 
 

~Menu~ 

Tomato Bisque 

Holiday Salad of Crisp Spring Greens 

Sprinkled with Craisins and Walnuts 

Prime Rib of Beef   or 

Snapper Fran­oise with a Creamy Lemon 

and Roasted Red Pepper Sauce 
 

Sugar Snap Peas     Twice Baked Potatoes 

Dessert & Beverage 

$25 ++ 

Please make your menu selection  

with  your reservation. 

NEW YEARôS EVE CELEBRATION 
 

Saturday, December 31, 2011 
 

Burgee Room opens at 7:30 p.m.    Cocktails & Hors dôoeuvres 8:00 p.m.    Dinner served at  9:00 p.m. 

Dancing to the Music of American Express   8:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. 

Shipmates Invite  

EVERYONE to Their  

Christmas Luncheon  

Friday, December 9, 2011  11:30 a.m. 
 

~Menu~ 

Choice of:  Cranberry Sage Chicken 

Mangrove Crab Cakes 

Green Beans Almandine 

Festive Jeweled Rice 

Christmas Dessert 

Coffee or Tea 

$15 ++ 
 

Santa Claus will attend and 

entertainment will be provided by 

The Indian River Charter  

High School 

Holiday Season  

Kick -Off  Party  

Wednesday, December 7, 2011 
 

 Begin this Seasonôs Festivities dancing to the  

delightful sounds of 
Kent Taylor Brown  

 

Hors dôoeuvres in the  

Burgee Room at 6:00 
 

 

Get into the Holiday Spirit of Giving by placing 

nonperishable food items or small toys under the 

tree for the Shipmatesô Christmas Charity  2011. 

The Harvest Food Outreach Center. 
 

The following dinner specials will be offered in  

addition to our regular dining menu: 

Stillwater Soft-shell Crabs 

Chicken Florencia 
 

~ Menu ~ 

Jumbo Gulf Shrimp Cocktail 

Double Consomm® Sherry 

Rainbow Salad with  

White Zinfandel Vinaigrette 

Intermezzo 

Sorbet 

Entr®e  Sliced Tenderloin &  

Broiled Lobster Tail 

Fresh Asparagus Hollandaise 

Duchess Potatoes 

Rolls & Butter 

Dessert 

Coffee or Tea 

Glass of Champagne  

$75 ++ 

Black Tie Optional 

Sunday Breakfast Buffet  

 11:00 a.m.-  2:00 p.m.  

~ MENU~ 
  

               Omelets made to Order 

     Eggs Benedict       Corned Beef Hash 

                  Sausage Links & Crisp Bacon 

      Hash Brown Potatoes       Grits 

             Sausage Gravy & Biscuits  

          Cheese Blintzes with Raspberry Sauce             

                             Waffles 

       Fresh Fruit Bowl    Caesar Salad                           

 Herring Filets in Sour Cream Sauce 

   Smoked Sliced Nova Scotia Salmon 

   Cinnamon Buns   Bagels and Cream Cheese 

   Coffee or Tea     

 $11.95 ++ 
  

 Since variety is the spice of life there may be an  
occasional twist or two in the menu offerings.  
So join us each week to see what is new! 
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 Yoga with Hollie  
 

  Tuesday & Thursday:  10:00  
Pay $5 per class or bill to                   

your Club account . 
 

 

Relaxing, Breathing & Staying in the Present  

 

TUESDAY 

NIGHT 

BRIDGE 
  
 

 

Whether you are single or a couple, please join us  

for a fun night of Bridge on Tuesdays at 7:00. 

    

 Many of the players get together in the Burgee Room 

around 5:00 and enjoy having dinner at 5:45. 
If you are interested in playing, call  

Judy Allan 772-231-0410 or   

Betty Meegan 772-231-8418 
  

Please make your own dinner reservation w/the Club office. 

ñññññññññññññññññðñññññ 

WINNERS:  FIRST TO THIRD PLACE 
 

October 11: 

Flo Pfirrmann, Betty Cunningham, Judy Allan 
 

 October 18: 

Mimi Klug, Linda Russell, Jay Crawford 
 

October 25: 

Ginette Rustin, Pat Simmons, Mary Anne Wise 
 

November 1: 

Helga McCahan, Judy Allan, Betty Broomell 
 

November 8: 

Helga McCahan, Dave Minnis, Linda Russell 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 

If this is your birthday  

month, be sure to ask  

the bartender  

  for your free drink! 

MAH JONGG 
  

Happy December Mah Jongg friends.  

We continue to play Mah Jongg at the  

Vero Beach Yacht Club every Thursday from  

1 PM to 4 PM. Our group is growing, and we  

would love to have you join us.  

New players are always welcome.  
 

Please call  

Kathie Dooley at 

231-2309 with 

any questions 

you might have. 

 

 

  

 

will be held on The FIRST and THIRD Thursdayôs 

of each month at 7:30  

in the Burgee Room 
 

Look forward to seeing you there. 

NAMETAGS 

If you would like a nametag, they are available  from the  

Shipmates for $10.  The great thing about them is they attach  

to your clothing with a magnet.  In addition they enable  

members to more easily remember names. 

 

Chi Gong Classes with John 
 

A formulated set of movements coordinated with the 

breath and a powerful energy healing art. 
 

 

Friday Mornings ð 10:00 to 11:00 

Pay $8 per class or bill to your Club account 

Social Singles    
 

The Social Singlesô group invites all single members  

of the Club to join them in the Burgee Room at 5:30 

with dinner at 6:00 on December 20, 2011. 
 

Call the Club for reservations and let them know  

you will be sitting with the Social Singles. 
 

Please call Vivien Bonelli-Landers if you have any 

questions about the Social Singlesð772-567-9642. 

 

                                 Chris Rowland 
                                                  4244ð14th Place 

                                              Vero Beach, FL 32962 

                                                   (772) 205-5505 
 

 

 

Chris Rowlandôs Window Cleaning 
Business & Residential ð 1 & 2 Story 

License No. 11-000769 


